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of us pay those health care insurance prem uns and we are
all going to pay higher prem uns, but even much nore
seriously than that, weare going to be threatening the

wel fare of the people of the State of Nebraska by all owi ng
this profession a scope of practice which they obvlous!?/
are not qualified to be engaged in. | inplore you to kill
LB 142. It is indeed a threatening and a dangerous piece
of legislation 1n its current formand | hope that you will
goin me 1n kllllng this very bad plece of |egislation.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Chronister.

SENATOR CHRONI STER: Thank you, M. President. Mr. Presi-
dent and col | eagues, today, as |ast week, we are hearing
this sane old story that chiropractors have no education
in the basic sciences. That is the reason | amarislng

to oppose the kill nmotion. | do not rise to criticize
Senator Cullan at this tine but nerely to indicate how
chiropractors are qualified to do w..at they are doi ng.

Just how wel | is today's chiropractor educated. They have
six and a half years of college that includes about 4,485
hours of classes. The subJects | naned to you before,

anat ony, physiology and so forth. Their coll eges have well -
equi pped | abs for anatony and dissection, chemstry,
bacteriol ogy and so forth. Breaking down some of the hours

quoting one coll ege, the National College of Chiropractic,
they have about 375 hours of gust x-ray. Northwestern

Col | ege of Chiropractic has 195 hours of only blood and urine
testing. All colleges have sinilar courses. They al so
have about 600 hours of internship which qual 1fies them
for licensure in all states. They take rigid state
chiropractic board of examination tests before they are
able to start practicing, and after graduation, they nust
take educational sem nars annually for licensure renewal .
This is a Nebraska state law and it was brought about by
the chiropractors thenmselves. Another point | would 1lke
to make is the fact that the Nebraska Doctors of Chiro-
practic have never asked the Legislature for protection
agai nst their own patients. |If a chiropractor nmakes a

m st ake, the patient can sue for unlimted damages. Mal -
practice premuns for the chiropractic profession 11-
ability are going down, less than $800 a year. Now let' s
|l ook at Nebraska medi cal doctors. They have asked the
Legi slature for and got in 1976 a speclal |aw protecting
only nedical doctors fromtheir patient suits. If a

medi cal doctor makes a m stake, the patlent cannot collect
nore than 4100,000 fromthe MD personally. Mal practice
prem uns for nedical mal practice insurance are hi gh and
seemto go higher. Another thing, Nebraska chiropractors
have never asked the Legislature for state taxes for
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